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Gates, Bill

Computer Programmer-~ Founder of Microsoft
Corporation

Life and Work

William Henry Gates I11, popularly known as Bill Gates
cofounded Microsoft Corporation with Paul Allen ami
developed personal computer software that revolutionized
computing capabilities and shaped modern personal computer

systems.

Gates was born in Seattle, Washington, on October
128, 1955. As a teenager he became interested in the new field
of computer science. In high school he developed proficiency
in computer programming, helped computerize local power
~ grids, and established TrafOData, a company that used
®mputers to analyze local traffic patterns.

~ While attending Harvard, Gates read a magazine article
‘A‘.‘_,:ﬁo‘lltth.e development of a microcomputer called the Altair
d decided he wanted to be at the forefront of computer

Scanne d with CamScanner




‘f-ffﬁ-‘

|

284 101 People Who Changed The y,
d
sofMare development. Dropping out of Harvard in 1975

and friend Paul Allen founded Microsoft Corporati(,n ie

Redmond, Washington. They devisec-l an imel’preter th
enabled the Altair and other early microcomputers b rut
the computer language BASIC. In 19.80 International gy, Sinesr;
Machines (IBM) asked Gates to design the Operating Yot
for its new personal computer: he formulated the Miﬂ‘osoft

Disk Operating System (MSDOS).

Gates subsequently convinced IBM to release the
specifications of its personal computer (PC) so others could
write programs for the new machine, and he also firm|
established MSDOS as the standard operating system, A g
result, by 1984 more than two million copies of MSDQOg had
been sold, making it the leading PC operating system in the
country.

In the mid1980s Gates designed application software

such as word processing and financial spreadsheet programs.
He also began to promote CDROMs, PC compatible,
“readonly” disks with tremendous storage capacity.

Microsoft introduced Windows 3.0 in 1990, enabling
PCs to be operated by a handheld “mouse” and onscreen
symbols rather than keyboard commands. By 1993 Gates's
company was selling one million copies of Windows per

month.

In August of 1995 Microsoft released Windows 95, an
updated version of the Windows operating system. Within

four days of its release, it had sold one million copies. Except

for Macintosh personal computers, which employ their own
proprietary operating system, nearly all personal computers
now come installed with the Microsoft Windows operating
system.

In 1997 and 1998 Microsoft has undergone increased
scrutiny from the United States Department of Justice (0O)
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concerning alleged
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icrosoft’s effort o tled to Put lega) limitationg on

Mic tie the yge of its Wing ,

system to that of Inte ndows operatin

| Mmet browser Microsoft Explorer,
By offering Micrq

soft stq ..
became a billionaire g4 age 31‘0'1:;0 th‘? PUbl{_C In 1986, Gates

programs. The Windows
°Perating system enjoys widespread use both in the United
States and abroad.

Gates’s company has become the glant of computer
Software companies, setting standards and shaping the
development of the industry.
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